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Author's Note

I would like to express my deepest appreciation to Saeko Okada and Yutaka lijima for so ably
translating Working with Public Information Officers. | believe that PIOs offer an invaluable aid
in connecting scientists with the audiences that are so important for them to reach--including
colleagues, potential collaborators in other disciplines, officers in funding agencies, institutional

leaders, corporate partners, students, policymakers, journalists, and the public.

[ hope that this translation provides scientists a useful tool to enable and encourage productive
collaborations between scientists and their PIOs.

— Dennis Meredith



Translation Editor's Note

Translation Editor's Note

"I brought something for you," said veteran public relations consultant Lynne Friedmann when
she visited Japan some years back, and gave me a book: Explaining Research: How to Reach Key
Audiences to Advance Your Work by Dennis Meredith. It took me another couple years to first
meet the author at the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) annual
meeting held in Washington D.C. It was so exhilarating to talk with Dennis about scientist-PIO

relations that I lost track of time.

"This may be of your interest," said Dennis at the Boston AAAS meeting in 2013, handing me
another piece of work of his: Working with PIOs. As a supplement to Explaining Research, the
booklet focuses on providing practical tips for scientists on how best to work with PIOs. He also
told me to feel free to translate and publish it as there would be no copyright concerns. I did

not see why not.

Despite my sincerest hope to be of service to scientists and fellow PIOs in Japan, I had not been
able to devote myself to completing the project — until a name crossed my mind: Yutaka lijima,
then-PIO at Kyoto University with a Master's degree in strategic public relations from the

George Washington University. This Japanese version would not be what it is without his effort

and expertise.

This booklet shows what scientists can — and are expected to — ask of PIOs. This would also

mean that PIOs can derive inductively from the content to meet scientists' expectations.

Science communication in the US seems to be steps ahead of Japan — even though PIOs in
Japan including myself are trying our best — in light of the fact that such established PIOs as
Dennis have held key positions at leading institutions and the way those professionals do their
business. This is perhaps because how the American academia is — scientists are held even
more accountable than in Japan for their scientific conduct, due in part that most academic
institutions are financed largely by endowments and that democracy is historically deep-rooted
in the nation. I fully intend to learn from all that, and employ their thought process and the
know-how in my line of work in Japan when appropriate to do so.

— Saeko Okada
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Translator's Note

Working with Public Information Olfficers (P10s) serves as a public relations handbook for
scientists. It may well inspire PIOs too, as they are the very subject of the book. I took these

target audiences fully into consideration throughout my translation process.

Having said that, I tried to reach — in my word choice — Japanese academic institutions' senior
executives and non-PIO staffers as well, since they have a lot to do with scientists and PIOs'

daily practice and working environment.

As a reader of the original, I recall that the book gave me some confidence because the way I
was doing my job as a Kyoto University PIO basically accorded with the content. [ lost, however,
more confidence because the book illuminates PIO qualifications so well that an even longer

way ahead than [ thought I knew came to light.

As a translator, I found nothing but exhilaration revisiting the book. Just a thought of sharing

Dennis Meredith's profound wisdom with a wider audience in Japan gave me the thrill.

Saeko Okada, known in the field for her scientific communications savvy, is the one who offered
me such a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. She provided substantial input in her editing, without

which my translation would not have been presentable.

Dennis was someone that I knew of as the author of Working with PIOs and Explaining
Research: How to Reach Key Audiences to Advance Your Work — put differently, one that I did
not even dreamed of having direct contact with. Saeko magically made that happen. Dennis was

incredibly generous all through in answering our questions and giving insightful feedback.

[ would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to Dennis and Saeko for dedicating so much to this
project and letting me be a part of it. I hope that this translation helps raise awareness of
science communications that "builds mutually beneficial relationships between organizations
and their publics (Public Relations Society of America, 2012)" among Japanese scientists.

— Yutaka lijima
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